
Where-on-Earth & Crazy-as-a-Coot Bird Walks 
November 4, 2025 

Incidental Notes  
Hi Everyone,  
 
    Here is the compilation of Nov. 4th’s bird observations near and far. It is fun to start seeing reports 
from Florida (and southern locals) as they not only have unusual species they also include migratory 
species recently seen in New England, such as E. Starlings, Yellow-rumped Warblers and sandpipers. 
 
     And, of course here on Block Island we are starting to see late-season migrants such as Green-
winged Teal, Juncos and White-throated Sparrows, and winter ducks such as White-winged Scoters, 
Great Cormorants, and Northern Shovelers. It is interesting to note that the eBird algorithm does not 
recognize N. Shoveler as a species on Block Island at this time of year. However, N. Shoveler has 
showed up on the island at this time of year for many years at various locations (Including Spragues 
sand pit pond, duck pond on Old Town Rd., Beacon Hollow Farm duck pond, in a pond behind a 
house on Center Rd., to name a few.) 
     
     New to this compilation is a list of bird species seen by Sky Kardell, who is employed by RI Div. of 
Fish & Wildlife to observe and record morning flight birds from outside the North Light at Sandy 
Point, BI. This is the second year of these daily observations, which will continue thru November. 
The protocol is to arrive each day 15 minutes before sunrise and make observations for three hours. 
To view this data daily start by going https://www.trektellen.org/count/view/4089/20251104  and 
choose the day of interest. If you noodle around the Trektellen site you will find hundreds of sights 
being monitored around the world. 
 
     Remember, no matter where on earth you are, enjoy the birds and the day.    
 

Peace, Kim.  
 
____________________ 

• Both lists are an aggregate of observations from the two groups of observers (B.I. and Afar). 
•  A note of caution: when counting at a bird feeder it is the most reliable/conservative to count the number of a species seen 

at any one time. Observations in Gray are deemed to be a double observation and are therefore not counted in the list. 
Care should be taken to not over count by tallying the cumulative number seen.  

• [Things in brackets are notes by me - kg] How I quantify: Few=3, Several=5, Many/Numerous=10, Flock = 15+ 
 

Block Island                         ( 
(41 species)     
 

Canada Goose – 90+ 
Mallard –42 
Amer. Black Duck – 5 
Green-winged Teal – 3 
N. Shoveler – 3 
White-winged Scoter – 2 
Ring-necked Pheasant – 4 
Double-cr. Cormorant – 9 
Great Cormorant – 1 
Marsh Hawk (aka Northern Harrier) – 9 

Sharp-shinned Hawk – 1 
American Herring Gull – 5+ 
Great Black-back’d Gull – 8+ 
Gull species – 50 
Mourning Dove – 35 
Red-bellied Woodpecker – 1 
Downy Woodpecker – 1 
Northern Flicker – 3 
Merlin – 3 
Blue Jay – 17 

American Crow – 32 
Fish Crow – 3 
Common Raven – 4 
Tree Swallow – 4 
Black-backed Chickadee – 8 
Carolina Wren – 6 
Hermit Thrush – 1 
American Robin – 63 
Northern Mockingbird – 2 
E. Starling – 320+ 

https://www.trektellen.org/count/view/4089/20251104


Cedar Waxwing – 12 
Pine Warbler – 1 
Myrtle2 (yellow-rmp.) Warbler – 1 
Song Sparrow – 4 
White-throated Sparrow – 2 

Slate-colored1 Junco – 2 
Northern Cardinal – 7 
Red-winged Blackbird – 4 
Common Grackle – 2 
Brown-headed Cowbird – 1 

House Finch – 6 
House Sparrow – 16 
 

 

 

RI Div. Fish & Wildlife - Block Island morning flight - Tuesday 4 November 2025.  
(17 species). This is a stand-alone list, i.e. these species are not included in the Block Island list, even though 
Sandy Point is part of the island.  
 

Black Duck 3 
Gr. Scaup 5 
Surf Scoter 4 
White-wg Scoter 42 
Black Scoter 3 
Surf/Black Scoter 6 

Long-tailed Duck 8 
Red-br. Merganser 28 
Bonaparte’s Gull 2 
Laughing Gull 27 
Ring-billed Gull 1 
Red-throated Loon 1 

Common Loon 2 
Northern Gannet 39 
Double-cr. Cormorant 2 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 
House Finch 4

 
 

From Afar Providence, Cumberland RI; Pittsfield, MA; Teaneck, NJ; Delray, FL; Seattle, WA. 
(28 species) 
 

Mallard – 17 
Magnificent Frigatebird – 1 
Brown Pelican – 40+ 
Bald Eagle – 1 
Red-tailed Hawk – 1 
Sandpiper species – 30 
Amer. Herring Gull – 1 
Royal Tern – 2 
Eurasian Collared Dove 12 
Rock Pigeon – 1 

Mourning Dove – 1 
Anna’s Hummingbird – 2 
Belted Kingfisher – 1 
Red-bellied Woodpecker – 1 
Downy Woodpecker – 2 
Hairy Woodpecker – 1 
Blue Jay – 3 
American Crow – 11 
Black-capped Chickadee – 5 
Tufted Titmouse – 1 

White-breasted Nuthatch – 1 
American Robin – 3 
Eastern Bluebird – 7 
European Starling – 122 
Yellow-rumped warbler – 1 
Chipping Sparrow – 2 
Slate-colored1 Junco  – 18 
Boat-tailed Crackle – 50+/- 
 
 

 

 
Amy Keeler – Thank You All for a lovely bird walk this morning. November 4,2025 Out and About today. Most 
are seen on  Mitchell Lane, then later on Susan Matheke’s and my horseback ride in the Mansion Road area. 
Also, on the drive from Mitchell Lane to Mansion Beach Rd.   2 Chickadee,  1 Raven, 3 Fish Crow, 10 American 
Crow, 6 Bluejay, 1 Mockingbird, 30 Canada Goose, 100+ Starlings, 8 Mallard Duck, 1 Sharp-Shinned Hawk, 20+ 
Robin, 6 Marsh Hawk, 3 Song Sparrow, 50+ Gull Species, 4 Carolina Wren, 20 Mourning Dove, 7 House 
Sparrow, 3 Northern Flicker, 1 Downy Woodpecker, 2 Cardinal. 
 

Annie Kurz – hi Kim, sorry to be late — it's not anything fabulous. In Teaneck NJ I have a suet and a crunchy 
peanut butter cage outside my back door. 
     Three woodpeckers species come every day: a male and female downy; a female hairy; and a female 
redbelly.  Both hairy and redbelly announce their arrival repeatedly and loudly before landing on the cage of 
their choice. To me, these noisy announcements could be heard by predators but the woodpeckers keep on 
announcing and returning so.  .  . ?  Annie Kurz 
 
 

Curt Milton –  [CM could not go out birding b/c dealing with leaking roof issue.] However, when the 
contractors were here yesterday [11/4] and I was on a deck on the roof I saw two Anna’s Hummingbirds! 
They were coming to my neighbors’ feeder. Made my day! 
 

Crazy-as-a-Coot bird walkers –  Block Island - Grace's Cove Road & West Side Rd. sand pit, Washington, Rhode 
Island, US.  Nov 4, 2025 8:00 AM - 9:15 AM.  Protocol: Traveling 0.75 mile(s).  Checklist Comments: Sunny & 

https://www.trektellen.org/site/info/4089


cool, 46F at start, breezy NW. In addition to Graces Cove Rd. we stopped at Joe Sprague's sand pit pond ("the 
pit"). Participants included: Amy Keeler, Chuck McMellon, Cathy Joyce, Nigel Grindley, Faye Benedict, Susan 
Matheke, Heather Hatfield, Margaret Haight, Eileen Langholtz, Diane Dragaud, Nora Clark, Anne Salinas, 
Judy Gray & Kim G.  18 species.  Canada Goose  44, Northern Shoveler  3     [note to eBird which questioned 
the shovelers “These birds have been in the same location daily for over a week.”],  Mallard  32, American 
Black Duck  5, Green-winged Teal  3, American Herring Gull  1, Great Black-backed Gull  7, Northern Harrier  1, 
Red-bellied Woodpecker  1, Merlin  1, Blue Jay  2, American Crow  10, Black-capped Chickadee  3, Carolina 
Wren  2, Northern Mockingbird  1, American Robin  30, Cedar Waxwing  12, Song Sparrow  4 
 

Dan Kasuba –  Greetings Kim, I was out at Canoe Meadows Audubon sanctuary in Pittsfield MA 11/4, 9:00-
10:30 AM As I was nearly finished winding my way past marshes, over boardwalks, by rivers and streams, I 
thought about how long it had been since I spotted an eagle there. And like a gift from the heavens, minutes 
later I saw one circling above!  1 bald eagle, 1 kingfisher, 2 blue jays, 7 blue birds, 17 mallards, 2 chipping 
sparrows, 9 American crows, 4 chickadees, and 3 juncos.   Thanks and enjoy, Dan. 
 

Ellen Davis – Charlotte and I were on the look out for birds on Tuesday. Here’s our list. Weather was low 80s 
with a light breeze (green flag day at the beach).  Brown pelicans - 40 or more, Magnificent Frigate bird – 1, 
Starlings – 100, Eurasian collared dove – 12, Sandpipers – 30, Boat tailed grackles (didn’t see but heard in the 
bushes) - 50 +/-, Yellow rumped warbler – 1, Royal tern – 2. 
 

Heather Hatfield – Nov.4, 2025. Sunny, W wind, 51F, Old Town Rd.  Cardinal 2, Blue Jay 3, House Finch 6, 
Mourning Dove 9, RW Blackbird 4, Chickadee 3, N. Harrier 1, C. Grackle 2, BH Cowbird 1, Robin 1, House Sp. 2. 
 

Joanne Warfel –  Nov. 5: Couple of waxwings and a slew of robins at the feeder today. 
 

Kim Gaffett – Going about my day – at home & pond: 1 raven, Mallard 2; along Ocean Ave. near the Hog 
Pen: 1 Marsh Hawk. 200+ Starling.  
 

Lauren Miller-Donnelly –  Hi Kim, I took a nice stroll in Providence at noon Tuesday the 4th of 
November.  Mainly to check out the greenway project that is under construction.   A revitalization effort along 
Promenade Street is transforming Providence’s Woonasquatucket River corridor into a landscaped, multi-use 
trail is under way and construction efforts have reached the area right front of the DEM-building.  I am excited 
for even more birding opportunities to follow as a result of this effort as the area is surprisingly diverse for 
birds already.  Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) 1, Mourning Dove 1, American Herring Gull 1, Red-tailed Hawk 1, 
Blue Jay 1, European Starling 22, Dark-eyed Junco 2. Have a great day. Lauren. 
 

Skyler Kardell –  RI Div. Fish & Wildlife - Block Island morning flight  at Sandy Pt.  Tuesday 4 November 2025 
Counting period: 06:06-09:21. Count type: all species. Weather (first period): wind West 21mph, cloud-cover 1/8, 
precipitation none, temperature 48 ℉. Observers (first period): Sky Kardell.  
Black Duck 3, Gr. Scaup 5, Surf Scoter 4, White-wg Scoter 42, Black Scoter 3, Surf/Black Scoter 6, Long-tailed 
Duck 8, Red-br. Merganser 28, Bonaparte’s Gull 2, Laughing Gull 27, Ring-billed Gull 1, Red-throated Loon 1, 
Common Loon 2, Northern Gannet 39, Double-cr. Cormorant 2, Sharp-shinned Hawk 1, House Finch 4. 
 

Susan Matheke –  My Observations are during horse care or riding.  There is probably some overlap with Amy 
Keeler's list. Amy has better eyes than me and she definitely sees more.   Bird List: 1 Northern Harrier, 2 Blue 
Jays, 12 Robins, 3 Pheasants, 1 female and 2 male, 20+ Starlings, 16 Canada Geese, 8 Mallards, 6 Mourning 
Doves, 9 American Crows 
 

Tim Mooney – Hi Kim - Tuesday was slow bird day for me, plus I didn't get out in the morning. But a few birds 
are better than no birds!   Cumberland Monastery: Dark-eyed Junco – 13, Tufted Titmouse – 1, Black-capped 
Chickadee – 1, White-breasted Nuthatch – 1, American Robin – 3, American Crow – 2. 
     On Nov 3, at home in the pre-dawn darkness, I heard a Great Horned Owl, hooting softly but repeatedly.  

https://wrwc.org/portfolio/kinsley-avenue-promenade-street-greenway-project/
https://www.trektellen.org/site/info/4089


     On Nov 6, I was at the Monastery again, this time on a wooded path near a beaver pond. It was not long 
after sunset, about 5pm. I heard a whistling sound overhead and identified it as probably a couple Mallards 
flying over. But looking up, I saw the silhouettes of 15 ducks. Then 4 more. Then about 25 more... Every 5-10 
seconds, another flock of ducks took off to the east and then circled south. No quacking, so it didn't seem like 
anything spooked them off the pond. I don't know if they were dispersing for the night (is that a thing?) or if 
they were heading out on the next leg of migration. Conservatively, 125-150 ducks in total. It was quite a 
spectacle! Best, Tim. 
 

Tom Fetherston – 4 November 2025. Hi Kim – Back on the mainland after three wonderful days on Block 
Island. I always look forward to the time at Blue Stone.  
Notes for this week: 

• Monday I was in the woods for around seven hours, mostly sitting in Upper Quarter. There was a lot of 
bird activity, flocks of crows and robins passing through, golden crowned kinglets, white-throated 
sparrows, dark-eyed juncos and a brown creeper in the woods, even an eagle soared by. Tuesday for 
the count was very different, with strong winds keeping many birds in cover. 

• Tuesday morning I took a hike to Upper Quarter. The only bird I saw was a crow being blown sideways. 
I had some deer processing to perform the remainder of the morning, but in the afternoon I took 
another hike. This time I walked the trails below the house, through several hollows that were in the 
lee of the wind. I ended up on the cliff trail, scanned the ocean for birds then walked back north along 
the cliff trail, through Lower Quarter and back to the house. While not as abundant as the day before, I 
did manage to see a decent number of birds. 

• While at the cliffs, I saw cormorants lined up on some rocks just offshore. In the binoculars I could see 
they were double-crested, but then an odd one caught my eye in the group. Larger, with a white chest. 
I checked Merlin and it was a great cormorant, first one I’d ever seen! 

Here’s the list. All birds were seen in the vicinity of Blue Stone off Clay Head Trail. Ones seen offshore will have 
BIS (Block Island Sound) next to them. Estimates are noted with an asterisk (*) Birds in the field or at the 
feeders were counted as singles unless present simultaneously or different sexes.  
     Double-crested cormorant (9) BIS, Great cormorant BIS, Great black-backed gull BIS, Herring gull (4) BIS, 
White-winged scoter (2) BIS, Tree swallow (4*), Common raven, American crow (3), Merlin,  
Ring-necked pheasant, White-throated sparrow (2), Dark-eyed junco (2), Hermit thrush, Northern cardinal (3), 
American robin, Yellow-rumped warbler, Pine warbler. Cheers, Fether 
__________________ 

• 1Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) is a species that “includes at least six recognizable populations.” (The Sibley Guide to 
Birds). A junco seen on the east coast is Slate-colored Junco (Junco hyemalis). On the west coast, both Slate-colored and 
Oregon Junco (Junco hyemalis) can be found. So, when I am recording Junco sightings on the east coast I will list them as 
Slate-colored; however west coast Juncos will be recorded as Dark-eyed unless the reporter stipulates Oregon or Slate-
colored. What fun it will be if we get reports of one of the other Juncos which are generally seen in limited areas “mid-
country”. 

• 2Q. What is a 2Myrtle Warbler? A. Yellow-rumped Warbler (YRWA), Setophaga coronata. The species YRWA is comprised of  
two subspecies, once considered separate species. The eastern population/subspecies was known as Myrltle Warbler 
(coronata) , and the western population/subspecies known as Audubon’s Warbler (auduboni). These two reginal 
populations have been “lumped” to form Yellow-rumped Warbler. 

 
 


