Hi Everyone,

‘Welcome to a new season of bird walks near and far. We are all working to get back into the swing
of our twice-monthly bird walks with a bit of a slow start, as we are all busy with our late
summer/early fall routines.

Peace, Kim.

e Both lists are an aggregate of observations from the two groups of observers (B.l. and Afar).

e A note of caution: when counting at a bird feeder it is the most reliable/conservative to count the number of a species seen
at any one time. Observations in Gray are deemed to be a double observation and are therefore not counted in the list.
Care should be taken to not over count by tallying the cumulative number seen.

e [Things in brackets are notes by me - kg] How | quantify: Few=3, Several=5, Many/Numerous=10, Flock = 15+

Block Island (
(26 species)
Mute Swan -2 Laughing Gull - 10 Carolina Wren -8
Mallard - 1 American Herring Gull — 151+ E. Starling — 80
American Black Duck —7 Great Black-back’d Gull — 105+ Brown Thrasher — 1
Ruddy Duck — 35 Rock Pigeon — 4 Myrtle Warbler — 4
Ring-necked Pheasant — 2 Northern Flicker — 1 (a-k.a. yellow-rumped)
Double-cr. Cormorant — 110+ Merlin — 4 S0ng Sparrow B 1
Great Blue Heron -1 Peregrine Falcon -1 Northern Cardinal -2
Marsh Hawk — 3 Blue Jay—-1 Common Grackle —13
(a.k.a. Northern Harrier) American Crow — 15
Coopers Hawk -1 Fish Crow — 3

From Afar cumberland and South Kingstown, RI; Westport, MA.
(28 species)

Pied-billed Grebe — 1 White-breasted Nuthatch -2 Song Sparrow -7
Double-crst. Cormorant-6 Brown Creeper -1 White-throated Sparrow — 2
Red-shouldered Hawk — 1 CarolinaWren-4 Northern Cardinal-4
Mourning Dove — 3 American Robin-10 Indigo Bunting — 1
Red-bellied Woodpecker -3 Gray Catbird - 3 Red-winged Blackbird - 8
Downy Woodpecker -1 Northern Mockingbird — 1 House Finch -2

Blue Jay-7 Yellow-rumped Warbler -2 American Goldfinch -2
Common Raven -1 Cedar Waxwing — 6 House Sparrow — 25+/-
Black-capped Chickadee — 2 European Starling - 8

Tufted Titmouse -5 Chipping Sparrow — 1

— Bush Lot Hill/Corn Neck Rd./Sachem, Washington, Rhode Island, US
Oct 7, 2025 8:00 AM - 9:15 AM. Protocol: Traveling 0.5 mile(s). Checklist Comments: This walk was along Corn



Neck Rd. and did not include Golden Grove spur. Sunny & warm (70+ F) with light SW wind. Participants: Amy
Keeler, Chuck McMellon, Laura & Phil Rosenzweig, Cathy Joyce & Nigel Grindley, Ellen & Dean Davis, Socha
Cohen, Susan Matheke, Cindy Davis, Heather Hatfield, & Kim G. Gull counts are minimal: HEGU = 100+, GBBG = 50+
21 species: Mute Swan 2, Mallard 1, American Black Duck 7, Ruddy Duck 35, Ring-necked Pheasant 1,
American Herring Gull 100, Great Black-backed Gull 50, Double-crested Cormorant 10, Northern Harrier 1,
Northern Flicker 1, Merlin 2, Peregrine Falcon 1, Blue Jay 1, American Crow 3, Carolina Wren 8,

European Starling 30, Brown Thrasher 1, Song Sparrow 1, Common Grackle 13, Yellow-rumped Warbler 3,
Northern Cardinal 2

— Hi Kim, after the coot walk, Dean and | saw a yellow rumped warbler on our deck, a
pheasant and myriad [50] starlings being bothered by a Cooper’s Hawk. There were many more birds darting
around in the brush but we didn’t have our binos so weren’t able to ID them. Next time we’ll be more
prepared! Ellen

— Going about my day — at Bl boat dock, Old Harbor and breakwaters: 4 pigeon, 3 Fish Crow,
Laughing Gull 10, A. Herring Gull 50+, GBBG 50+, DC Cormorant 100+.

— Hi Kim,a few more to add to today’s [Coot] list: Great Blue Heron x 1, Marsh Hawk x 2,
Merlin x 2, American Crow x 12, Black backed gull x 5, Herring gull juvenile x 1 which chose to sit down
right in front of me on crescent beach when | took a walk in the late afternoon. It may have wanted me to
give it the portrait | drew but | don’t think it would have been too impressed! Laura.

— A quick count before work on the 7" revealed the following:
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1, Blue Jay 3, Black-capped Chickadee 1, Carolina Wren 1, European Starling 3,
Gray Catbird 1, American Robin 8, Cedar Waxwing 6, House Sparrow 5, House Finch 2, Chipping Sparrow
2, Song Sparrow 3, Red-winged Blackbird 8, Yellow-rumped Warbler 2, Northern Cardinal 3,
Indigo Bunting 1. Glad we are Back! Sincerely, Lauren

— Hi Kim, Glad to be back in touch with a bird list. This morning (10/9), | thought | saw a junco out
of the corner of my eye, but | can't swear to it! Here's a two-part list from Tuesday, walking around the
neighborhood in the morning and later that day at the Cumberland monastery. Thanks, Tim

Neighborhood: Red-shouldered Hawk - 1, European Starling — 1, Blue Jay — 3, American Robin — 2, Gray
Catbird — 1, Northern Mockingbird — 1, Red-bellied Woodpecker — 1, Downy Woodpecker — 1, White-throated
Sparrow (first of season) - 1, House Sparrow - 20ish, American Goldfinch - 1, Carolina Wren — 2 and Mourning
Dove-1

Monastery: Black-capped Chickadee - 1, Tufted Titmouse - 2, Mourning Dove - 1, and White-breasted
Nuthatch - 1.

— 07 October 2025 Good morning Kim — Some welcome rain, and finally time to compile
my bird sightings from yesterday. As | noted to you before, the number of species seems to be down
since | returned from Newfoundland. While | was gone, Mary said she didn’t have to refill the feeders
much. The usual gaggles of grackles, red-winged blackbirds and cowbirds haven’t been around.
Yesterday the pond was oddly quiet, no gulls, ducks, geese or wading birds. There were some
cormorants sitting on rocks at the north end, but along the south shore the pie-billed grebe looked lonely.
As usual Merlin made quite a few more detections than | could visually confirm, | wonder if | get some
false positives at times too.

Notes for this week:
e Since I’ve been back, white-throated sparrows, ruby and golden crowned kinglets have appeared.
Yesterday the kinglets were no-shows unfortunately.
e Tufted titmice and song sparrows are virtually everywhere. There were a couple of broods of each
this summer, and the young adults are hanging around.



e While working in my office yesterday, an incessant rapping was coming from the front windows.
Looked out and it was a downy woodpecker hammering at the roofline. | guess she wanted to be
counted ©

Here’s the list. Birds seen on or around Worden’s Pond are annotated with WP. Estimates noted with an
asterisk (*) Birds in the field or at the feeders were counted as singles unless present simultaneously or
different sexes. Double-crested cormorant (6) WP, Pie-billed grebe WP, Common raven, European
starling (4), American goldfinch, Chipping sparrow, Song sparrow (4), White-throated sparrow, Tufted
titmouse (5), White-breasted nuthatch (2), Brown creeper, Black-capped chickadee, Northern cardinal ,
Blue jay, Red-bellied woodpecker, Downy woodpecker, Mourning dove (2), Carolina wren, Gray catbird.
Cheers, Fether

e IDark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) is a species that “includes at least six recognizable populations.” (The Sibley Guide to
Birds). A junco seen on the east coast is Slate-colored Junco (Junco hyemalis). On the west coast, both Slate-colored and
Oregon Junco (Junco hyemalis) can be found. So, when | am recording Junco sightings on the east coast | will list them as
Slate-colored; however west coast Juncos will be recorded as Dark-eyed unless the reporter stipulates Oregon or Slate-
colored. What fun it will be if we get reports of one of the other Juncos which are generally seen in limited areas “mid-
country”.

e 2Q. What is a 2Myrtle Warbler? A. Yellow-rumped Warbler (YRWA), Setophaga coronata. The species YRWA is comprised of
two subspecies, once considered separate species. The eastern population/subspecies was known as Myrltle Warbler
(coronata) , and the western population/subspecies known as Audubon’s Warbler (auduboni). These two reginal
populations have been “lumped” to form Yellow-rumped Warbler.



