
Where-on-Earth & Crazy-as-a-Coot Bird Walks 
June 3, 2025 

Incidental Notes 
Hi Everyone, 
 
     It looks like typical late spring observations of nesting birds. All the mainland sites boasted good 
numbers of interesting nesting birds. Lauren saw a reclusive Least Bittern (although not on count day). 
Dan had amazing numbers of Ovenbirds and Red-eyed Vireos at his high elevation birding site. Tim had 
an early nester Wood Duck and several summer-nesting Chimney Swifts (neither species nest on Block 
Island). Tom had a great list of nesting southern RI birds and a secretive Veery (although not on count 
day). And, both Island and From Afar observers saw the ever-beautiful Great-crested flycatcher. 
     Block Island effort was a little slim resulting in a low species count. The entire suite of nesting shore 
and water birds were missed. Rachel had an interesting observation of 7 Osprey at once. And Chris L. 
definitely enhanced the BI species count with 4 flycatcher species. 
     Thanks to one-and-all who spent time outside observing birds, and then sharing their sightings.   
 
     Remember, no matter where on earth you are, enjoy the birds and the day.    
 

Peace, Kim.  
 
____________________ 

• Both lists are an aggregate of observations from the two groups of observers (B.I. and Afar). 

•  A note of caution: when counting at a bird feeder it is the most reliable/conservative to count the number of a species seen 
at any one time. Observations in Gray are deemed to be a double observation and are therefore not counted in the list. 
Care should be taken to not over count by tallying the cumulative number seen.  

• [Things in brackets are notes by me - kg] How I quantify: Few=3, Several=5, Many/Numerous=10, Flock = 15+ 
 

Block Island                         
(33 species)     
 

Canada Goose – 6 
Mallard – 7 
Common Eider – 8 
Ring-necked Pheasant – 4 
Common Loon – 1 
Double-cr. Cormorant – 2 
Osprey – 11 
Northern Harrier – 1 
American Herring Gull – 2 
Great Black-back’d Gull – 3 
Mourning Dove – 7 

Rock Pigeon – 5 
Eastern Wood-Pewee – 1 
Alder/Willow Flycatcher – 1 
Great-crested Flycatcher – 1 
Eastern Kingbird – 1 
Blue Jay – 6 
Common Raven – 1 
Fish Crow – 2 
Bank Swallow – 30 
Barn Swallow – 5 
Black-capped Chickadee – 1 

Carolina Wren – 2 
American Robin – 13 
Gray Catbird – 11 
Common Yellowthroat – 3 
Yellow Warbler – 2 
Rufus-sided Towhee – 12 
Song Sparrow – 1 
Northern Cardinal – 3 
Red-winged Blackbird – 4 
Common Grackle – 3 
American Goldfinch – 2 

 

Also seen: Painted turtle 
 
 

From Afar Cumberland, South Kingstown, RI; Adams, Dalton and Westport, MA; 
(60 species) 
 

Canada Goose – 2 
Wood Duck – 1 

Mallard –2 
Wild Turkey – 1 

Double-crested Cormorant – 2 
Great Blue Heron – 2 



Green Heron – 1 
Osprey – 2 
Red-tailed Hawk – 1 
Mourning Dove – 7 
Chimney Swift – 6 
Ruby-thr. Hummingbird – 1 
Red-bellied Woodpecker – 3 
Downy Woodpecker – 3 
Northern Flicker – 4 
Eastern Wood-Pewee – 1 
Eastern Phoebe – 3 
Great-crested Flycatcher – 3 
Blue Jay – 3 
Fish Crow – 1 
Warbling Vireo – 2 
Red-eyed Vireo – 22 
Tree Swallow – 5 
Barn Swallow – 1 
Blue Jay – 4 

American Crow – 3 
Black-capped Chickadee – 1 
Tufted Titmouse – 4 
White-breasted Nuthatch – 1 
Northern House Wren – 4 
Carolina Wren – 5 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher – 1 
Wood Thrush – 1 
Eastern Bluebird – 1 
American Robin – 16 
Gray Catbird – 13 
Northern Mockingbird – 5 
European Starling – 14 
Cedar Waxwing – 5 
Ovenbird – 21 
Blue-winged Warbler – 2 
Common Yellowthroat – 7 
American Redstart – 3 
Yellow Warbler – 19 

Pine Warbler – 2 
Yellow-rumped Warbler – 2 
Black-thr. Blue Warbler – 5 
Eastern Towhee – 4 
Chipping Sparrow – 10 
Song Sparrow – 4 
Scarlet Tanager – 2 
Northern Cardinal – 6 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak – 1 
Indigo Bunting – 1 
Baltimore Oriole – 4 
Red-winged Blackbird – 11 
Brown-headed Cowbird – 7 
Common Grackle – 15 
House Finch – 3 
House Sparrow - 11 
 
 

 

 
 

Crazy-as-a-Coot bird walkers –  Lapham Rd. from  Clay Head Trail parking to house & bluff, Washington, Rhode 
Island, US. Jun 3, 2025 8:00 AM - 9:15 AM. Protocol: Traveling 0.5 mile(s).   Checklist Comments:     Sunny & 
warm, light NW wind. Ended the walk with coffee and breakfast stuffs at Anne & Carlos' home where we 
added A. Goldfinch, E. Kingbird, N. Harrier and Chris Littlefield's reported 3 additional flycatcher species. 
Participants included: Paul (a party of 5), Colleen D. & friend Toni?, Nancy Miles, Vashti and Jon Brotherhood, 
Rob Grant & Jude, Susan Matheke, Ellen Davis, Nora Clark, Amy Keeler, Nigel Grindley, Cathy Joyce, Chuck 
McMellon, Socha Cohen, Anne & Carlos Salinas, Trudy O'Toole, Chris Littlefield (in passing) & Kim G. 
26 species (+1 other taxa): Common Eider  8, Ring-necked Pheasant  3, Mourning Dove  5, American Herring 
Gull  2, Great Black-backed Gull  3, Common Loon  1, Double-crested Cormorant  2, Osprey  1, Northern 
Harrier  1, Eastern Wood-Pewee  1, Alder/Willow Flycatcher (Traill's Flycatcher)  1, Great Crested Flycatcher  1, 
Eastern Kingbird  1, Blue Jay  5, Black-capped Chickadee  1, Bank Swallow  30, Carolina Wren  2, Gray 
Catbird  8, American Robin  10, American Goldfinch  2, Song Sparrow  1, Eastern Towhee  12, Red-winged 
Blackbird  4, Common Grackle  3, Common Yellowthroat  3, Yellow Warbler  2, Northern Cardinal  1. 
 

Dan Kasuba –  Good morning Kim, I hiked Mt. Greylock in the morning on 6/3. I only counted birds on the way 
up so as not to duplicate sightings. At the top of the peak was a sign board noting the area was a 
southern  terminus for both lots of Alpine/sub- Arctic plants and nesting blackpoll warblers. Afternoon 
sightings were in Dalton MA.  Mt. Greylock Adams MA - approximately 20 ovenbirds and 20 red eyed vireos, 2 
yellow rumps at peak, 8 yellow, 2 common yellow throats And 5 black throated blue warblers, 
1 scarlet tanager, 1 cardinal and 2  blue jays.  Dalton MA - 2 Northern flickers,1 red tailed hawk, 2 American 
crows(chasing red tail), 3 chipping sparrows,5 American robins,3 gray catbirds,2 mourning doves, 2American 
redstarts, 3 house finches and 3 phoebes. It was a great day! Thanks and enjoy, Dan. 
 

Kim Gaffett – Going about my day – At home & on the pond: Mourning Dove 2, Robin 3, Catbird 3, N. 
Cardinal 2, Blue Jay 1, Canada goose 6, Mallard 3, Raven 1, Osprey 1, Pheasant 1, Barn Swallow 5. Along 
the “highways & byways: Mallard 4, Osprey 2 on power company pole. Fish Crow 2, and Pigeon 5 at the 
office. A painted turtle laying eggs in the driveway. 
 



Lauren Miller-Donnelly – HI Kim, Yesterday I followed the relentless begging screams of chicks in a nest to a 
small <1inch circular sized hole in a hollowed out willow tree.  I sat and waited but the parents would not 
return.  On my way back I caught a DOWNY WOODPECKER feeding the brood! Mystery solved.  
     Here is my list from June 3rd this is from my backyard and trail behind my house on Westport MA: 
Wild Turkey 1, Chimney Swift 1, Ruby-throated Hummingbird 1, Green Heron 1, Great Blue Heron 1, Osprey  
1, Downy Woodpecker 1, Eastern Wood-Pewee 1, Great Crested Flycatcher 2, Warbling Vireo 1, Red-eyed 
Vireo 2, Blue Jay 1, Tufted Titmouse 1, Tree Swallow 4, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 1, Northern House Wren 2, 
Carolina Wren 3, European Starling 10, Gray Catbird 8, Northern Mockingbird 1, Wood Thrush 1, American 
Robin 3, Cedar Waxwing 5, Chipping Sparrow 3, Song Sparrow 1, Eastern Towhee 4, Baltimore Oriole 2, Red-
winged Blackbird 1, Brown-headed Cowbird 4, Common Grackle 1, Ovenbird 1, Blue-winged Warbler 2, 
Common Yellowthroat 5, American Redstart 1, Yellow Warbler 10, Pine Warbler 1, Scarlet Tanager 1, Northern 
Cardinal 2, Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1, Indigo Bunting 1. 
    This morning [6/12] I had a Least Bittern in Fairhaven, that was a treat!  Sincerely, Lauren. 
 

Rachel Robinson – There are 7 osprey above the cottage right now it’s incredible. It’s wild I have no idea what 
they’re doing but they’re all being extremely vocal. [off Spring Street, BI. Perhaps agitated by large low-flying 
military plane in the area. -Kg] 
 

Tim Mooney – Hi Kim, Walking around the neighborhood in Cumberland, RI. Our neighbors across the street 
left a snag behind their house and a pair of Flickers moved in, right at the top. It has been a noisy spring, but I 
love it. Newer, local observations not on the list are an Eastern Wood-Pewee (June 9 and 10) and a House 
Wren (June 10).  Thanks, Tim    June 3: Wood Duck – 1, Chimney Swift – 5, Great Crested Flycatcher – 1, 
Baltimore Oriole – 1, Common Grackle – 6, European Starling – 1, Blue Jay – 3, Fish Crow – 1, American Robin 
– 6, Gray Catbird – 2, Northern Mockingbird – 4, Northern Flicker – 2, Red-bellied Woodpecker – 1, Downy 
Woodpecker – 2, Chipping Sparrow – 3, Song Sparrow – 2, House Sparrow – 11, Carolina Wren – 1, Mourning 
Dove – 1. 
 

Tom Fetherston – 03 June 2025. Good evening Kim –  Another pre-sunrise start on the pond with the Labs. 
Back around 0700, then spent most of the day around the yard except for the lunchtime run on the road. The 
pond was oddly quiet, none of the usual gulls hanging out and only a few ducks and geese. The yard, however, 
was busy, but as has been the case recently lots more acoustic detections by Merlin than actual sightings 
because of the leaves.  –  Notes for this week: 
 I’ve seen both the male and female orioles, although in the last week just the male. I do believe they have a 
nest in our back woodlot but haven’t found it yet.  
 I have an orange feeder for orioles, but the red-bellied woodpeckers tend to dominate it at times, pushing 
the orioles away. Today, a red-bellied woodpecker was at the orange and the house wrens, who took over the 
bluebird box were attacking her incessantly. Can’t imagine why?  
 I’d been getting Merlin detections for a veery. Saw one two 
days ago at the edge of the yard and got a distant photo. 
Yesterday I was getting lots of hits but couldn’t see it. Played 
back a recorded call and a “veery” agitated bird showed up. Got a 
good photo, but since it wasn’t around today it’s not on the list. 
  In spite of the leaves, I did manage to see a yellow warbler, a 
pine warbler and had a warbling vireo land on a branch over my 
head while running! 
     Here’s the list. Birds seen on or around Worden’s Pond are 
annotated with WP. Estimates noted with an asterisk (*) Birds in 
the field or at the feeders were counted as singles unless present 
simultaneously or different sexes.   –   Canada goose (2) WP, 
Mallard (2) WP, Mute swan WP, Great blue heron WP, Osprey 
WP, Double-crested cormorant (2) WP, Tree swallow WP, Barn 



swallow WP, American crow, European starling (3), Red-winged 
blackbird (10*) WP & yard, Common grackle (8*), Brown-headed 
cowbird (3), American robin (2), Baltimore oriole, Chipping 
sparrow, Song sparrow, Eastern bluebird, Tufted titmouse (2), 
White-breasted nuthatch, Black-capped chickadee, Northern 
cardinal (3), Red-bellied woodpecker (2), Mourning dove (4), 
Carolina wren, Northern house wren (2), Gray catbird (2), Ruby-
throated hummingbird, Yellow warbler, Pine Warbler, Warbling 
vireo. Cheers, Fether 
 
Photos: The veery yesterday and the kamikaze wren attacking the 
red-bellied woodpecker. 
 
__________________ 
 


