
Where-on-Earth & Crazy-as-a-Coot Bird Walks 
June 17, 2025 

Incidental Notes 
Hi Everyone, 
    Yet another interesting list of observations from near and far, with all lists indicative of what folks are 
seeing in their neighborhoods for nesting birds. 
 
    It is fun to note that both Kim’s & Tom’s lists include sightings from both Block Is./Block Island Sound & 
Afar, specifically Pt. Judith/Pt. Judith Pond. An unusual cross over of observation areas.       
 
     This will be our last Where-on-Earth and Crazy-as-a-Coot walks until October 2025. 
 
     Thanks to one-and-all who spent time outside observing birds, and then sharing their sightings.   
 
     Remember, no matter where on earth you are, enjoy the birds and the day.    
 

Peace, Kim.  
 
____________________ 

• Both lists are an aggregate of observations from the two groups of observers (B.I. and Afar). 

•  A note of caution: when counting at a bird feeder it is the most reliable/conservative to count the number of a species seen 
at any one time. Observations in Gray are deemed to be a double observation and are therefore not counted in the list. 
Care should be taken to not over count by tallying the cumulative number seen.  

• [Things in brackets are notes by me - kg] How I quantify: Few=3, Several=5, Many/Numerous=10, Flock = 15+ 
 

Block Island                         ( 
(36 species)     
 

Canada Goose – 11 
Mallard – 3 
Ring-necked Pheasant – 1 
Double-cr. Cormorant – 100+ 
Great Egret – 1 
Osprey – 3 + 2 young 
Northern Harrier – 1 
American Oystercatcher – 2 
Piping Plover – 2 
Willet – 2 
Laughing Gull – 5 
American Herring Gull – 57 

Great Black-back’d Gull – 70+ 
Common Tern – 12 
Wilson’s Storm-petrel – 2 
Sooty Shearwater – 1 
Mourning Dove – 12 
Rock Pigeon – 8 
Downy Woodpecker – 1 
Blue Jay – 3 
Common Raven – 1 
Fish Crow – 8 
Tree Swallow – 8 
Barn Swallow – 22 

Carolina Wren – 1 
E. Starling – 4 
Gray Catbird – 16 
American Robin – 15 
Cedar Waxwing – 4 
American Redstart – 1 
Yellow Warbler – 6 
Song Sparrow – 1 
Northern Cardinal – 1 
Red-winged Blackbird – 8 
Common Grackle – 2 
House Sparrow – 6

 

Also seen: neighborhood roosters heard. 
 

From Afar Cumberland, West Greenwich, and South Kingstown, Pt. Judith Pond, RI; Westport, MA; 
(39 species) 
 

Mallard –1 
Common Loon – 12 
Double-crst. Cormorant – 50 
Great Egret – 1 

Green Heron – 1 
Osprey – 1 
Cooper’s Hawk – 1 
Red-shouldered Hawk – 1 

American Herring Gull – 53 
Mourning Dove – 6 
Chimney Swift – 8 
Red-bellied Woodpecker – 2 



Downy Woodpecker – 3 
Northern Flicker – 1 
Eastern Wood-Pewee – 1 
Blue Jay – 2 
Fish Crow – 1 
Tree Swallow – 1 
Barn Swallow – 1 
Tufted Titmouse – 6 
White-breasted Nuthatch – 1 
Northern House Wren – 2 

Carolina Wren – 5 
Hermit Thrush – 3 
American Robin – 11 
Gray Catbird – 4 
Northern Mockingbird – 3 
European Starling – 2 
Cedar Waxwing – 2 
American Redstart – 1 
Yellow Warbler – 1 
Chipping Sparrow – 3 

Song Sparrow – 1 
Northern Cardinal – 1 
Baltimore Oriole – 3 
Red-winged Blackbird – 11 
Brown-headed Cowbird – 6 
Common Grackle – 21 
House Sparrow - 20 
 
 

 

 
 

Cathy Joyce & Nigel Grindley –  
Hi Kim, I keep forgetting to send 
you our bird count for last 
Tuesday!  So here it is, all from a 
walk from the Coast Guard 
Station along the Cut and to 
Charlestown Beach: Double-
crested cormorant 50+, Osprey 
1, Northern Harrier 1, Piping 
plover 2  (the 3 chicks emerged on 

Wednesday or Thursday just too late 

for the count), Willet 2, American 
oystercatcher 2, Herring Gull 4, 
Great Black-backed Gull 40+, 
Song Sparrow 1.  Another 
wonderful season of ‘Coots’ 
comes to an end — very many 
thanks! Cathy & Nigel 
 

Chris Blane –  Hi Kim, here’s a 
photo of the Northern Flicker 
feeding 2 (at least) babies in an 
old tree at my yard.        
 
 

Crazy-as-a-Coot bird walkers –  
Mill Tail Loop, Washington, 
Rhode Island, US. Jun 17, 2025 
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM. 
Protocol: Traveling 0.5 mile(s). 
Checklist Comments:     Mill Tail 
Loop: Town Hall to Rod-and-Gun 
Club dam with overview of Mill 
Tail Swamp Pond (MTSP) to G. 
Hall field another view of MTSP, 
and out to Connecticut Ave. & back to Town Hall via Mill Tail Pond. Cloudy & foggy, 60F with light NE wind. 
Participants: Chuck McMellon, Heather Hatfield, Nigel Grindley, Cathy Joyce, Socha Cohen, Ellen Davis, Susan 
Matheke, Amy Keeler, Colleen Beran, & Kim G. Observation details: Canada Geese/2 adults, 9 goslings; also 
heard several roosters crowing. 22 species: Canada Goose  11, Mallard  3, Mourning Dove  10, American 
Herring Gull  3, Great Egret  1, Downy Woodpecker  1, Blue Jay  2, American Crow  5, Tree Swallow  8, Barn 



Swallow  12, Carolina Wren  1, European Starling  4, Gray Catbird  15, American Robin  15, Cedar Waxwing  4, 
House Sparrow  6, House Finch  2, Song Sparrow  3, Red-winged Blackbird  8, Common Grackle  2, American 
Redstart  1, Yellow Warbler  6. 
 

Kim Gaffett – Going about my day – At home & on the pond: Mourning Dove 2, Catbird 3, N. Cardinal 1, 
Blue Jay 1, Canada goose 11, Mallard 3, Raven 1, Pheasant 1, Barn Swallow 10; 4 Osprey on power 
company nest (2 adults 2 nestling); at BI boat dock: 8 pigeon, 3 Fish Crow, Laughing Gull 5. At Pt. Judith 
and on boat: Green Heron 1, Herring Gull 3. 
 

Lauren Miller-Donnelly – Hi Kim, this past week I have been busy at home with our new teenage chicks.  We 
picked up 8 pullets from Koops Coops in Tiverton: 3 Rhode Island Reds, 3 Buff Orpigans, and 2 Barred Rock. 
Spent most of the weekend keeping them in the shade and cooled.  In the yard our bird bath is very popular 
on hot days.  I put up some summer suet and am getting a lot of Woodpeckers regularly including a Hairy.  And 
an onslaught of Grackles.   
     This is from a 10 minute watch on the porch after work on the 17th, Westport MA: Chimney Swift 1, Red-
bellied Woodpecker 1, Downy Woodpecker 1, Barn Swallow 1, Northern House Wren 1, Carolina Wren 1, Gray 
Catbird 2, Northern Mockingbird 1, American Robin 2, Cedar Waxwing 2, House Sparrow 6, Chipping Sparrow 
1, Red-winged Blackbird 3, Common Grackle 2, Yellow Warbler 1. Stay COOL, Lauren 
 

Tim Mooney – Hi Kim – Thanks for reminding me to send a list. I’m seeing a few youngsters around the 
neighborhood: robins, grackles and a cowbird. On June 17, I also visited the Big River Management Area in 
West Greenwich. I didn’t keep a list, unfortunately, but I do remember hearing 3 Hermit Thrushes singing. 
How beautiful! They stood out because they were one of the few forest birds that I didn’t see or hear on a 
walk in Hopkinton the week before. It was so unusual to miss them that I was wondering if my brain just 
wasn’t picking up on them. But once I got to Big River, I got reacquainted with their song quickly.  Stay cool!  
Red-shouldered Hawk – 1, Cooper’s Hawk – 1, Chimney Swift – 7, Baltimore Oriole – 1, Common Grackle – 8, 
Brown-headed Cowbird – 3, European Starling – 2, Blue Jay – 1, Fish Crow – 1, American Robin – 9, 
Gray Catbird – 2, Northern Mockingbird – 2, Eastern Wood-Pewee – 1, Northern Flicker – 1, Downy 
Woodpecker– 1, Chipping Sparrow – 2, Song Sparrow – 1, House Sparrow – 14, House Wren – 1, Carolina 
Wren – 3, Mourning Dove – 4. 
 

Tom Fetherston – 18 June 2025. Good 
morning Kim – A long day yesterday [6/17]. 
Up early, had about an hour around sunrise 
to check the yard and pond before heading 
to the boat. Spent the rest of the day on a 
shark research trip off Block Island. It was 
foggy with rain in the morning, seas choppy 
especially for the transit to and from Pt. 
Judith but aside from the usual gulls did 
spot a couple of neat sea birds.  
Notes for this week: 
 There have been fights over the 
hummingbird feeders, but not the usual 
hummingbird territorial disputes. Red-
bellied woodpeckers and Baltimore orioles 
are frequently facing off over drinking rights. 

The woodpeckers, being larger generally win, but the orioles, typically the male, will hang out and 
protest. The poor hummingbirds watch from nearby branches and zoom in once the scuffle is over. 
 At least one, perhaps two broods of tufted titmice are fluttering all over the yard. They move in a 
swarm and even enter the bluebird feeder where a parent will pass them mealworms. It’s hard to get an 



accurate count because they are always in motion so what I recorded is likely an under-representation of 
the actual number. 
 While at sea, the fog made distant identification of birds difficult, but south of BI there were huge 
schools of sand eels being pushed to the surface by striped bass and bluefish. Flocks of American 
herring gulls, great black-backed gulls, cormorants and common terns were diving on them, moving with 
the mayhem. Following the birds helped us put a few fish in the box! 
     Here’s the list. Birds seen on or around Worden’s Pond are annotated with WP. Birds seen in Pt. Judith 
Pond are noted with PJP. Those around BI Sound or during our stop in Great Salt Pond are noted with BIS. 
Estimates noted with an asterisk (*) Birds in the field or at the feeders were counted as singles unless 
present simultaneously or different sexes.   Mallard WP,  Osprey PJP, Double-crested cormorant (100*) 
PJP & BIS [recorded 50% in each. -kg], American herring gull (100*) PJP & BIS, Great black-backed gull 
(30*) BIS, Common tern (12*) BIS, Wilson’s storm petrel BIS (2), Sooty shearwater BIS, Common loon 
PJP, Great egret PJP, Tree swallow WP, Red-winged blackbird (8*) WP & yard, Common grackle (12*), 
Brown-headed cowbird (3), American robin , Baltimore oriole (2), Tufted titmouse (6), White-breasted 
nuthatch, Blue jay, Northern cardinal, Red-bellied woodpecker, Downy woodpecker, Mourning dove (2), 
Carolina wren.  Cheers, Fether 
 

Photos: Feeder fight between a red-bellied woodpecker and Baltimore oriole. 
 
 
__________________ 
 


