7

WHERE-ON-EARTH & CRAZY-AS-4-CooT BIRD
October 21, 2025
Incidental Notes

WALKS

Hi Everyone,

As is usually the case, here is another interesting compilation of birds seen near and far. In the
observations below you will note the rare occurrence of more BI species reported than from afar.

New to this compilation is a list of bird species seen by Sky Kardell, who is employed by RI Div. of
Fish & Wildlife to observe and record morning flight birds from outside the North Light at Sandy
Point, BIL. This is the second year of these daily observations, which will continue thru November.
The protocol is to arrive each day 15 minutes before sunrise and make observations for three hours.
To view this data daily start by going to https://www.trektellen.org/count/view/4089/20251021 and
choose the day of interest. If you noodle around the Trektellen site you will find hundreds of sights
being monitored around the world.

Remember, no matter where on earth you are, enjoy the birds and the day-

Peace, Kim.

e Both lists are an aggregate of observations from the two groups of observers (B.l. and Afar).

e A note of caution: when counting at a bird feeder it is the most reliable/conservative to count the number of a species seen
at any one time. Observations in Gray are deemed to be a double observation and are therefore not counted in the list.
Care should be taken to not over count by tallying the cumulative number seen.

e [Things in brackets are notes by me - kg] How | quantify: Few=3, Several=5, Many/Numerous=10, Flock = 15+

Block Island (

(38 species)

Canada Goose — 89+ Marsh Hawk (aka Northern Harrier) — 4 Brown Creeper—1

Mute Swan -4 Sharp-shinned Hawk — 2 Black-backed Chickadee — 2

Gadwall -4 Killdeer — 3 Carolina Wren - 10

American Wigeon — 8 American Herring Gull — 9+ American Robin -9

Mallard — 53 Great Black-back’d Gull — 47+ E. Starling — 100+

N. Shoveler —3 Mourning Dove — 19 Myrtle (yellow-rmp.) Warbler - 14

Scaup species — 45 Red-bellied Woodpecker — 1 Song Sparrow — 7

Redhead - 10 Amer. Kestrel — 1 White-throated Sparrow — 6

Bufflehead — 2 Eastern Phoebe — 1 Northern Cardinal — 3

Ring-necked Pheasant — 5 Blue Jay — 19 Common Grackle =5

Double-cr. Cormorant — 35+ American Crow — 15 House Sparrow —7
Cormorantsp.—1 Common Raven -5

Great Blue Heron — 2 Red-breasted Nuthatch — 1

Bald Eagle — 3 (4?) Golden-crowned Kinglet* — 10+/-

Rl Div. Fish & Wildlife - Block Island morning flight - Tuesday 21 October 2025.
(20 species)

Common Eider—1 White-winged Scoter — 79 Red-br. Merganser — 5
Surf Scoter — 22 Black Scoter — 12 Mourning Dove — 4


https://www.trektellen.org/count/view/4089/20251021
https://www.trektellen.org/site/info/4089

Laughing Gull — 23 Ring-billed Gull - 2, C.Loon-8

N. Gannet—10 Tree Swallow — 2 American Pipit—1
Double-cr. Cormorant — 8 GCKinglet—1 House Finch -2

N. Flicker — 2 Amer. Robin -2 Myrtle Warbler — 18
Blue Jay—6 House Sparrow — 2

From Afar cumberland and South Kingstown, RI; Woodbury, CT; Westport, Pittsfield & Dalton, MA;
(36 species)

Mallard - 2 American Crow-13 Chipping Sparrow - 3
Ring-necked Pheasant-3 Common Raven -2 Field Sparrow -1
Double-crst. Cormorant -2 Tree Swallow - 6 Song Sparrow -5
Great Blue Heron -1 Black-capped Chickadee - 10 White-throated Sparrow - 8
Red-tailed Hawk — 1 Tufted Titmouse -7 Northern Cardinal -5
Mourning Dove -7 White-breasted Nuthatch -8 Dark-eyed Junco-16
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker -1 Kinglet species — 1 Common Grackle - 44
Red-bellied Woodpecker -1 CarolinaWren-5 House Finch-4
Downy Woodpecker -6 American Robin-10 American Goldfinch -1
Hairy Woodpecker -1 Eastern Bluebird -5 House Sparrow - 14
Northern Flicker -1 Northern Mockingbird — 1

Pileated Woodpecker -1 European Starling — 62+

Blue Jay-18 Yellow-rumped warbler -4

Amy Keeler — 20 American Crow, 1 Raven, 4 Blue Jay, 2 Cardinal, 7 House Sparrow, 4 Song Sparrow, 30+ Black
Back Gull, 3 Mourning Doves, 4 Carolina Wren, 2 Pheasant, 14 Mallard Duck. All in the area of Mitchell Lane.

Cathy Joyce & Nigel Grindley — Hi Kim, here is our bird list from yesterday. Sightings are from our yard plus a
local walk to Cooneymus Beach, Franklin Swamp and Old Mill Road. Ring-necked Pheasant 1, Cormorant 1,
Great Blue Heron 1, Sharp-shinned Hawk 2, Herring Gull 4, Great BlackObacked Gull 2, Mourning Dove 4, Blue
Jay 5, American Crow 13, Black-capped Chickadee 2, Carolina Wren 3, American Robin 2, Yellow-rumped
Warbler 12, Common Grackle 5, Northern Cardinal 1. Many thanks for a lovely walk. Cathy & Nigel

Carol Baker — Sachem Pond, 15 ruddy ducks. Middle pond / hodge preserve, trail heading to pond heard ring-
necked pheasant, saw 2 female harriers. Middle pond: 45 scaup, both sexes, couldn’t tell if they were
greater/lesser, 4 mute swans, three adult, one juvenile, 10 redhead ducks, mixed sexes, 8 widgeon, mixed
sexes. Carol Baker

Crazy-as-a-Coot bird walkers — Bonnel Beach Rd., Washington, Rhode Island, US. Oct 21, 2025 8:00 - 9:00 AM
Protocol: Traveling, 0.75 mile(s). Checklist Comments: Cloudy to start, sunny at end, cool 57F, SW wind. Road
to Bonnel Beach path & perimeter of BIC (Bonnel) meadow, overlooking McCloskey yard and gardens.
Participants: Chuck McMellon, Judy Gray, Nancy Miles, Cathy Joyce, Nigel Grindley, Robin Whitright, Heather
Hatfield, Carol Baker, Donna Ortelli, Rachel Robinson, Ellen Davis, Anne & Carlos Salinas, Amy Keeler, & Kim G.
*Kinglet were identified as kinglet species on the walk as they were heard in "surround sound" but not seen;
however they were reported on this eBird report as the more common Golden-crowned kinglet, as "kinglet
species" was not an option. Also heard (but not seen) a rooster and hens.

21 species: Canada Goose 3, Mallard 6, Mourning Dove 9, American Herring Gull 5, Great Black-backed

Gull 15, Double-crested Cormorant 35, Great Blue Heron 1, Northern Harrier 1, Red-bellied Woodpecker 1,
Northern Flicker 1, Eastern Phoebe 1, Blue Jay 10, American Crow 2, *Golden-crowned Kinglet 10,
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1, Brown Creeper 1, Carolina Wren 1, European Starling 100, American Robin 4,
Song Sparrow 1, Yellow-rumped Warbler 1




Dan Kasuba - I’'m happy to be back for our every other Tuesday walks! Looking forward to all of the
interesting sightings from the group. | was out early AM 10/21 for a hike in Pittsfield and the other sightings
were throughout the day in Dalton. Mahanna Cobble/Bousquet Mt ski area Pittsfield, MA -4 white breasted
nuthatches, 2 chipping sparrows, 7 juncos,2 downy woodpeckers, 3 bluebirds, 1 goldfinch, 5 black capped
chickadees, and 2 yellow rumped warblers. Dalton, MA- 1 pileated woodpecker, 1 kinglet, > 40 European
starlings, 5 American robins, 1 mourning dove, 2 blue jays, and 7 American crows. Thanks and enjoy! Dan.

Darcy Thurrott — North Cemetery Woodbury, Connecticut, US (41.553, -73.21) Protocol: Stationary. 10
Species Observed, 19 individuals: Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1, Downy Woodpecker 1, Blue Jay 3, American
Crow 2, Black-capped Chickadee 3, White-breasted Nuthatch 1, Carolina Wren 1, Eastern Bluebird 2, Dark-
eyed Junco 3, White-throated Sparrow 2.

Faye Benedict — | was feeling a bit under the
weather this morning, Kim, sorry to miss the
Coast Guard road bird walk. But | have been
counting Canada geese flying over 710 Corn
Neck -- 18 flew N in 2 formations at 8 am, then
changed their minds and came right back again
in 1 formation. Landed on the lawn and are
still here, 2 hours later. Revised count: 20. See
you later, Faye

Heather Hatfield — Oct. 21, 2025. Westside Rd. sand pit: 22 Mallards, 3 N. Shovler, 16 Canada Geese, 3
Killdeer, 1 Bald Eagle. Hodge Preserve: 2 Bald Eagles, 1 N. Harrier, | A. Kestrel, 2 Mute Swans, 3 White-throated
Sparrow, 2 Song Sparrow, 6 Amer. Wigeon, 4 Redhead, 4 Gadwall, 8 Mallard, 2 Bufflehead.

Katrina Scott — Kg: If you are up to it keep your own bird list as you go about your day and send it along. It will
be shared/added to the Bl list

Ks: Thanks!! I’'m a novice birder so it should be quite short!

Kg: Doesn’t matter how short, I'd love to have your input.

Ks: Here you go: Swans 2 on Middle Pond. By Sachem Pond Mourning doves 3, Pheasants (my dog flushed
two), Ravens [2 more likely than 8], Carolina Wrens 2, Hawks (both had some white). [Will be recorded as
Marsh Hawk/Northern Harrier, known for their obvious white rump patch.] ID with help from Merlin on
Mansion Beach Road: Yellow-rumped Warbler 1, White-throated Sparrow 3, Canada Geese flying 10. Very
windy day so hard to hear.

Kim Gaffett — Going about my day — at home & pond: 1 raven, 40+ Canada Geese, 3 Mallard; at Lapham’s
1 Raven, 3 Robins; along Corn Neck Rd. over Mosquito Beach 1 Bald Eagle and over Town Beach dunes 1
Marsh Hawk.

Lauren Miller-Donnelly — Hi Kim, here is my list from Tuesday the 21st at the very end of the day.
Mourning Dove 2, Red-bellied Woodpecker 1, Downy Woodpecker 1, Hairy Woodpecker 1, Blue Jay 2, Tufted
Titmouse 2, Carolina Wren 1, European Starling 20, American Robin 2, House Finch 2, Chipping Sparrow 1,
Field Sparrow 1, Dark-eyed Junco 1, Common Grackle 40, Yellow-rumped Warbler 2.

Had some really good birds early this morning (10/24) at Allens Pond, Dartmouth: 2 Barn Swallows, a
Golden Plover and a Black-billed Cuckoo! Looks like we could get a good push of migrants overnight tonight
with the WNW winds. Thanks and have a wonderful weekend. Lauren.

Skyler Kardell — RI Div. Fish & Wildlife - Block Island morning flight at Sandy Pt. All details: Counting period:
06:50-10:05. Count type: all species. Weather (first period): wind West 15mph, cloud-cover 4/8, precipitation
none, temperature 54 °F.  C. Eider 1, Surf Scoter 22, White-winged Scoter 79, Black Scoter 12,

Red-br. Merganser 5, Mourning Dove 4, Laughing Gull 23, Ring-billed Gull 2, C. Loon 8, N. Gannet 10,



https://ebird.org/checklist/S280688056#list
https://ebird.org/checklist/S280688056#list
https://ebird.org/species/yebsap
https://ebird.org/species/dowwoo
https://ebird.org/species/blujay
https://ebird.org/species/amecro
https://ebird.org/species/amecro
https://ebird.org/species/bkcchi
https://ebird.org/species/whbnut
https://ebird.org/species/carwre
https://ebird.org/species/easblu
https://ebird.org/species/daejun
https://ebird.org/species/daejun
https://ebird.org/species/whtspa
https://www.trektellen.org/site/info/4089
https://www.trektellen.org/count/view/4089/20251021?sa=1

Double-cr. Cormorant 8, N. Flicker 2, Blue Jay 6, Tree Swallow 2, GC Kinglet 1, Amer. Robin 2,
House Sparrow 2, American Pipit 1, House Finch 2, Myrtle Warbler 18. Totals: 210 individuals, 20 species.

Tim Mooney — Hi Kim - My previous, unconfirmed Dark-eyed Junco sighting remained so until October 20,
when | had a no-doubt-about-it observation in my neighbor's front yard. Always a seasonal milestone! A few
more showed up the next day. On October 19, | saw 5 Killdeer on the big, mowed lawn behind the
Cumberland library (aka the Monastery property). That was a first for me there. Best, Tim

Walking around my neighborhood in Cumberland, 10-21: American Crow - 2, Common Grackle - 4,
European Starling — 2, Blue Jay — 6, American Robin — 2, Northern Mockingbird — 1, Northern Flicker — 1,
Downy Woodpecker — 1, White-breasted Nuthatch - 1, Black-capped Chickadee - 1, Dark-eyed Junco - 4,
White-throated Sparrow - 2, Song Sparrow - 1, House Sparrow - 14, House Finch - 2, Northern Cardinal - 2,
Carolina Wren — 2 and Mourning Dove — 1.

Tom Fetherston — 22 October 2025 Good morning Kim — Yesterday | started watching birds in the yard, then

took the Labs over to Great Swamp in the canoe. A beautiful morning to be in the field. We came back at 1000
and finished the day here. Notes for this week:

White-throated sparrows have increased in number and are now the most common bird around the
yard. The song sparrows and tufted titmice have a lot of competition for the seed in the feeders and
especially that which | toss on the ground.

| haven’t noted many migrants like warblers coming through. Merlin detected a few last week, but |
only saw a red-eyed vireo.

Another day when there weren’t that many birds on the pond. None of the usual gulls or geese, only a
pair of mallards, cormorants, a blue heron and some tree swallows flitting about.

While in Great Swamp, the Labrador bulldozers were plowing through the brush flushing quite a few
songbirds before | could catch them in the binoculars. What | did see were the usual suspects: white-
throated sparrows, song sparrows, blue jays and few single species.

A pair of rooster pheasants appeared on the trail ~ 60 yards ahead of us and started running. The Labs
wanted to chase them, but amazingly | was able to keep the pups at heel till we arrived at the spot
they disappeared into the hedgerow. Evidently, they kept running, because Vesper put one up in the
next field out of range. Smart birds.

Here’s the list. Birds seen on or around Worden’s Pond are annotated with WP, in Great Swamp GS.
Estimates noted with an asterisk (*) Birds in the field or at the feeders were counted as singles unless present
simultaneously or different sexes. Double-crested cormorant (2) WP, Mallard (2) WP, Great blue heron WP,
Tree swallow (6*) WP, Common raven (2) GS, American crow (2) WP, Red-tailed hawk GS, Ring-necked
pheasant (3) GS, Song sparrow (4) GS & yard, White-throated sparrow (4) GS & yard, Dark-eyed junco GS,
Tufted titmouse (5), White-breasted nuthatch (2), Black-capped chickadee, Northern cardinal (3) GS & yard,
Blue jay (5) GS & yard, American robin GS, Downy woodpecker GS, Mourning dove (3), Carolina wren.
Cheers, Fether

!Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) is a species that “includes at least six recognizable populations.” (The Sibley Guide to
Birds). A junco seen on the east coast is Slate-colored Junco (Junco hyemalis). On the west coast, both Slate-colored and
Oregon Junco (Junco hyemalis) can be found. So, when | am recording Junco sightings on the east coast | will list them as
Slate-colored; however west coast Juncos will be recorded as Dark-eyed unless the reporter stipulates Oregon or Slate-
colored. What fun it will be if we get reports of one of the other Juncos which are generally seen in limited areas “mid-
country”.

2Q. What is a 2Myrtle Warbler? A. Yellow-rumped Warbler (YRWA), Setophaga coronata. The species YRWA is comprised of
two subspecies, once considered separate species. The eastern population/subspecies was known as Myrltle Warbler
(coronata) , and the western population/subspecies known as Audubon’s Warbler (auduboni). These two reginal
populations have been “lumped” to form Yellow-rumped Warbler.



